Abstract-Perceptions of happy facial affect from asymmetric composite faces presented in free vision were compared in four groups: left-to-right readers (Hindi), right-to-left readers (Arabic), left-to-right and right-to-left readers (Hindi/Urdu) and illiterates (Hindi/Urdu). Right-and left-handed users of Hindi and Urdu were studied. The analysis of asymmetry scores revealed a significant effect of Group, such that a left hemifield preference was present only in the left-to-right (Hindi) group. There were no reliable differences between right-and left-handers.
INTRODUCTION
FINDINGS of functional asymmetries in verbal or nonverbal visual perception tasks are generally interpreted in terms of a hemispheric specialization framework. However, this framework is not the only one available nor the one that was initially considered in early studies of visual hemifield presentation of words. The original interpretation of visual field asymmetries was in terms of post-exposural directional scanning tendencies arising from reading and writing experience [6, 20] . Visual field asymmetries, in this view, predominantly reflect a tendency to scan information in the direction in which one reads. Thus, a reader of English who is fixating at center will show a right visual field (RVF) advantage for unilaterally presented words and a left visual field (LVF) advantage for bilaterally presented words. Indeed, the suggestion has been raised that directional biases arising from reading habits may even generalize to nonverbal material in the visual modality [ 121 or even to the auditory modality [2, 31.
Since the scanning interpretation offers an equally plausible account of perceptual asymmetries as a cerebral laterality interpetation, it is difficult to ascertain the source of the asymmetry if the research is restricted to readers of left-to-right scripts such as English. In view of this problem, a number of studies have considered readers of right-to-left scripts, such as Hebrew [30, 351. Findings 
